
CHAPTER 4 Freedom of Information Act 

 

SECTION 30-4-30. Right to inspect or copy public records; fees; notification as to public availability of 

records; presumption upon failure to give notice; records to be available when requestor appears in person. 

 

 (C) Each public body, upon written request for records made under this chapter, shall within ten days 

(excepting Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays) of the receipt of the request, notify the person 

making the request of its determination and the reasons for it; provided, however, that if the record is more 

than twenty-four months old at the date the request is made, the public body has twenty days (excepting 

Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays) of the receipt to make this notification. This determination 

must constitute the final opinion of the public body as to the public availability of the requested public 

record, however, the determination is not required to include a final decision or express an opinion as to 

whether specific portions of the documents or information may be subject to redaction according to 

exemptions provided for by Section 30-4-40 or other state or federal laws. If the request is granted, the 

record must be furnished or made available for inspection or copying no later than thirty calendar days from 

the date on which the final determination was provided, unless the records are more than twenty-four 

months old, in which case the public body has no later than thirty-five calendar days from the date on which 

the final determination was provided. If a deposit as provided in subsection (B) is required by the public 

body, the record must be furnished or made available for inspection or copying no later than thirty calendar 

days from the date on which the deposit is received, unless the records are more than twenty-four months 

old, in which case the public body has no later than thirty-five calendar days from the date on which the 

deposit was received to fulfill the request. The full amount of the total cost must be paid at the time of the 

production of the request. If written notification of the determination of the public body as to the availability 

of the requested public record is neither mailed, electronically transmitted, nor personally delivered to the 

person requesting the document within the time set forth by this section, the request must be considered 

approved as to nonexempt records or information. Exemptions from disclosure as set forth in Section 

30-4-40 or by other state or federal laws are not waived by the public body’s failure to respond as set forth 

in this subsection. The various response, determination, and production deadlines provided by this 

subsection are subject to extension by written mutual agreement of the public body and the requesting party 

at issue, and this agreement shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

  

 

HISTORY: 1978 Act No. 593, Section 4; 1987 Act No. 118, Section 4; 1990 Act No. 555, Section 1; 1998 

Act No. 423, Section 1; 2017 Act No. 67 (H.3352), Section 1, eff May 19, 2017. 

Effect of Amendment 

2017 Act No. 67, Section 1, rewrote the section, providing that electronic transmissions are included 

among the record formats available for inspection, providing certain limitations applicable to prisoners, 

providing that public bodies are not required to create electronic versions of public records to fulfill 

records requests, revising requirements concerning records request fulfillment fees, permitting public 

bodies to charge certain deposits before searching and copying public records in response to records 

requests, and revising the time limits and manner for responding to records requests. 

 


